




















Sports

Girls Varsity B-Ball: The Best 1s Yet to Come

By TIMOTHY O’REILLY ‘11
Staff Writer

The young rebuilding girls’
varsity basketball team got off to a
terrific start but their relative lack
of height and inexperience caught
up with them in the second half
of the season. The first half of the
season was mostly up (7-2) and the
second half mostly down (0-6).

Nevertheless, the team had
a chance to finish the year with a
winning season right up until the
last week.

The Titans are a small team
that is good at running the floor.
They have quick ball handlers and
are backed up by a deep bench.
This enables them to outrun teams
late in games, and is a big reason
for the strong start. The team is
very young, having only returned
one starting player and is without
a single senior on the roster. Re-
turning starter Chloe Snyder ‘11
as well as fellow juniors Elise
Dhamodharan and Sarah Tanguay
captain the Titans.

The Titans have certainly
been a second half team. They
have come from behind to win
three contests in which they were
trailing at the half, out scoring op-

ponents 121-74 in the final 16 min-
utes. This has been the highlight
of their season. The girls have
brought an incredible amount of
energy into the second half, where
offensive and defensive inten-

sity have brought them back into
games. But the Ti-

tans have struggled

with slow starts all

season.

The Titans
slow starts have
been caused by
poor execution on
the defensive end
and the simple
inability to score,
according to first-
year coach Sean
Bridge. Their
biggest problem,

Coach Bridge ex-
plained, has simply
been “putting the
ball into the basket.
They need to learn
how to score.”

Tough defense has often
been the key to the Titans’ wins.
In their seven victories the Titans
have held opponents to an average
of 15 points —with only one oppo-
nent scoring more than 20 points —

in the second half. Their stingy

second half defense has won games

because, during that same stretch,
the Titans averaged 21 points on
offence and generated turnovers,
making opponents pay with easy
baskets. For example, in their win
over Stoneleigh
Burnham, the
Titans had a
total of 19 steals
en route to a 33-
18 final score.
Despite their
success the Ti-
tans have shown
that they aren’t
always up to the
challenge. In
their first five
losses the Titans
were outscored
263-137, or by
an average of 25
points per-game.
This margin
hasn’t changed
much since they began their eight-
game losing streak.

Coach Bridge said he and
the team were aware that “all the
hardest teams [were] coming up,”
and that there would be, “no easy
game the rest of the way.” But the

Titans lost on the road to Willi-
ston 60-46 followed by a crushing
51-22 loss at Cushing Academy.
Things haven’t improved since
with losses to The Hyde School,
Ethel Walker, Hamden Hall, Deer-
field Academy, and a heartbreaking
35-32 loss to Cheshire, who the
Titans had previously beaten. De-
spite their struggles the team hopes
to finish their season on a positive
note, with a win against Cushing
on February 27.

The best news is that,
without one senior on the roster,
the entire team returns next sea-
son. “Next year is what its about,”
Coach Bridge said with a smile.
Coach Bridge added that he is very
pleased with how the underclass-
men have performed: “they’re
really coming along.” The Titans
young talent is highlighted by
freshman Carly Cronin *13; who
was WMA'’s female athlete of the
month in December. The speedy
point guard is averaging 10 points
per-game despite being bothered
by ankle troubles. He also praised
Brielle Robinson "13 and Veronika
Hickson *12 for their hard work.
With this kind of talent return-
ing, Coach Bridge has a reason to
smile.

Thibault,

Stud Swimmers Take January Honors

By NICHOLAS SARNO ‘11
Staff Writer

As another month passed
for winter season sports, athletes
of the month were once again
recognized for their performances
in January. Representing the wres-
tling team was Joseph Thibault.
Joe, a freshman at WMA, has been
wrestling for five years. Before Joe
came to WMA, he wrestled for the
Northeast Elite Wrestling Club.
Although Joe is not intimidating to
look at (at least for a junior), he is

one of the best in New England in
the 112 pound weight class. Dur-
ing the month of January, Joe was
undefeated winning all nine of his
matches. Joe continued his streak
into February and, despite sprain-
ing his ankle, Joe finished eighth
in the New England Championship
(going 2-2 against the best wres-
tlers in New England) and qualified
for the Nationals at Lehigh Univer-
sity.

One of the few freshmen
to ever be named athlete of the
month, Mia Konstantakos re-
ceived the honors for her dual meet

performance this season and for
breaking the WMA girls’ 100 yard
backstroke record. Mia has the rest
of this season and three more years
to shatter the WMA girls swim-
ming record board. “Next,” Mia
said, “I’m going for the 50-free,
and the girls 400 free relay (with
some help from her teammates).”
Outside of WMA, Mia is currently
swimming on two other teams; the
Wilbraham-Hampden Falcons and
a USA Swimming team Meis Ty-
phoons, based in Springfield. Last
year, instead of the Typhoons, Mia
swam for the Mass. AquaBears,
coached by current WMA coach
Dan Moran.

Nate Lee has won athlete
of the month honors before as well
as MVP of the swim team. This
year, Nate has broken four (so far)
WMA records: the 100-Freestyle,
200-Freestyle, 500-Freestyle, and
the 200-IM (individual medley).
And arguably Nate’s best event is
the 50-Free sprint where he has un-
officially been clocked at under 21
seconds, which is very, very fast.

Nate’s official best time in
the 50-Free is 22.29. With times
like these, your probably wonder-

ing if Nate is ranked. Based on last
summer’s performance in USA
Swimming, Nate said, “For my age
group, I was ranked 2nd in Con-
necticut and 132nd in the country.”
Nate has been swimming competi-
tively since the 7th grade and is
now looking forward to swimming
in college.

But before he gets there,
he still has some unfinished work
ahead of him, notably a couple last
attempts at the Academy record
board in the WNEPSSA cham-
pionships at the Hopkins School
on Feb. 27 and the New England
Championships at Hotchkiss on
March 7. Good luck to Nate in his
quest to bring home some metal.



