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Cronin, Dortch Lead Titan Hoopsters in December
By  WILLIAM BOURGEOIS‘10 
& NICHOLAS SARNO ‘11
Staff Writers  

	 His stunning performance 
on the basketball court throughout 
the first month of 
the season saw 
post-graduate Eric 
Dortch named the 
December Male 
Athlete of the 
Month. Dortch 
has been a leader 
at both ends of the 
floor, playing well 
offensively and 
often guarding 
the opposition’s 
top scorer. He 
has four double 
doubles, includ-
ing, most recently, 
fifteen points 
and eleven rebounds in the Titans’ 
commanding victory over Thayer 
Academy. Dortch also played well 
in the clutch against Salisbury 
scoring sixteen and hitting crucial 
free throws in overtime to help the 
Titans to a 56-52 win in January. 
	 Dortch is one of the many 
postgraduate recruits on the talent-
ed Titans basketball team this year. 

When asked why he chose WMA 
as the place to prepare him for col-
lege basketball, Dortch answered: 
“Coach Sparks definitely played 
a major factor in my interest in 
WMA basketball.  He presented 

himself genuinely 
with my best 
interest at heart. 
Those traits are 
hard to find in 
coaches now-a-
days.” Dortch 
and his team are 
off to a 8-7 start 
as of January 
23, but Dortch 
believes that the 
Titans still have 
much to prove. 
“The team’s 
performance 
thus far has been 
mediocre. We 

are much better than our record 
depicts. Things have been on the 
rise and we are steadily improving 
every day.” Dortch and his team-
mates believe that they have the 
talent and motivation to make a run 
for the title. “Whether we compete 
in the Class B or the conference 
tournament, we hope we will be 
able to give WMA another bas-

ketball title.” With the December 
Athlete of the Month playing well 
and the Titans improving with each 
game, this certainly appears to be a 
possibility.

	 This past week, freshman 
Carly Cronin of the Varsity girls 
basketball team was nominated 
as girl athlete of the month. She 
brings nine 
years of cumula-
tive experience 
to Greenhalgh 
Gymnasium 
and her contri-
butions to the 
Lady Hoopsters 
have been in-
strumental in the 
team’s 7-3 start 
tot he season. 
Before coming 
to WMA, Carly 
was an active participant on recre-
ational basketball teams including 
Agawam’s CYO team and other 
suburban teams around the area. 
So far this season, in the first five 
games alone, Carly has averaged 
an impressive 11.8 points per game 
and was a critical element in the 
team’s four victories. To top things 
off, she also shot the game winning 
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free throw against Westover. 
	 With these stats alone, it is 
obvious why Carly was recognized 
by the Captain’s Council. 
Nevertheless,  earning athlete of 
the month for the first time as a 
freshman is quite an accomplish-
ment. 
	 “It’s an honor to be recog-
nized as athlete of the month as a 

freshman, but 
I need to thank 
my teammates 
as well because 
without them it 
wouldn’t have 
been possible,” 
she comment-
ed. 
Carly’s opti-
mism shines 
through in her 
assessment 
of the team’s 

future, saying that “since we are a 
young team, I hope we can get bet-
ter as a team each day and make it 
to the playoffs.” 
	 Carly’s skills in basketball 
are not limited to shooting but also 
extend to passing and defense. 
Even the casual basketball fan will 
notice that Carly runs the court. 

As your online career progresses, 
you will encounter certain 
milestones and other odd occur-
rences that will result in unlocking 
new call signs and emblems for 
the player to showcase in pregame 
lobbies. 
	 These milestones can range 
from calling in certain kill streak 
rewards a certain number of times 
to reaching a certain rank. 
	 In past Call of Duty games, 
a player is rewarded for achieving 
a certain amount of kills without 
dying. Prior to Modern Warfare 2, 
those milestone kill totals were 3, 
5, and 7. Modern Warfare 2 pumps 
up the milestones to a whole new 
level. 
	 Now you have options. In 
past games, everyone had the same 
combination of rewards. But now, 
there are fifteen to choose from and 
you can bring something unique to 
your team online. 
	 For example, a kill streak 
of 4 could get you a care package, 
which carry up to fifteen possible 
rewards. Five kills gives you a 
Predator missile that allows you 

to employ a heat-seeking missile 
from above. 		
	 Also included in the kill-
streak rewards are an emergency 
airdrop which, unlike the care 
package, drops four crates instead 
of one. You can share these crates 
with teammates or take them for 

yourself. 
	 Also available are pave 
lows, Harrier strikes, stealth bomb-
ers, and controllable rewards such 
as AC130’s and Chopper Gunners. 
However the king of kill streaks is 
the tactical nuke. 
	 However, getting your 
hands on a tactical nuclear weapon 

is not so easy. Few get to this level 
because it requires a 25 kill streak, 
however if you manage to have 
it equipped, you are able to end 
the game by killing everyone and 
regardless of the score your team 
wins.

	 This 
is all 
fine 
and 
good, 
but 
what 
if you 
are 
tear-
ing it 
up and 
then 
the 
game 
starts 
to lag 

due to a poor connection by the 
host? In past online games, the 
game would return to the lobby. 
However, in Modern Warfare 2, 
the game pauses while a new host 
is selected to continue the game. 
Nothing lost.
	 Finally, the good stuff: the 
tools you will use to dismantle 

your enemies. From the high 
powered sniper rifle to automatic 
pistols to the riot shield, there is 
a style for you. New to Modern  
Warfare 2 are weapon camo’s that 
are obtained by completing certain 
challenges in various modes of 
play.
	 Also new are throwing 
knives which allow a player to 
replace their standard equipment 
with a much more personal experi-
ence. 
	 There are many choices to 
make when selecting your load out 
including what attachments you 
will put on your gun. From thermal 
scopes to extended magazines to 
the heartbeat sensor, you can play 
it however you want and it never 
gets old. 
	 The only thing to watch 
out for with the release of Modern 
Warfare 2 is your social life, it may 
disappear. But don’t worry; your 
friends will lose theirs with you. 
	 Seriously though, if you 
have XBox LIVE and you do not 
own this game, it is a must have. 
Watch out for the “Game of the 
Year” announcement, it’s coming 
and odds are, it’s going to be Mod-
ern Warfare 2.

Continued from page 3
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Titan B-Ballers In Play-Off Hunt 
By timothy Manghan ‘11 &  
Nicholas Sarno ‘11
Staff Writers 

	 The highly anticipated 
Titans’ basketball season appears 
to be hinged on beating a Suffield 
team at home that the Titans have 
already lost to twice this season. 	
	 On Friday, Feb. 13, the 
Titans take rival Suffield at home 
with a possible Class B New Eng-
land play-off berth at stake. The 
Titans have already lost to Suffield 
twice -- in tournament play earlier 
in the season. And both Suffield 
losses were in squeakers.
	 The Titans scored big 
wins on the road in February over 
league opponents Loomis (54-50) 
and Deerfield (68-54) sandwiched 
around a second victory over a 
rebuilding Williston squad (90-
27). The three successive wins in 
late January/early February have 
put the Titans in contention for a 
play-off spot this year with an 11-7 
record heading into the long week-
end.
	 The Titans appear to be 
gelling as a team at just the right 
moment. In the first half of the 
season, the Titans had their ups 
and downs as a team dominated by 
one-year players struggled to find 
an identity. 
The road 
has not 
been an 
easy one. 
However, 
playing at 
home has 
been even 
tougher 
-- the 
Titans are 
only 1-3 at 
home this 
season.
	 Second year head coach 
Chris Sparks recruited this team 
from around the world; the team 
includes players from Benin, Mon-
tenegro, Serbia, and Switzerland 
as well as players from around the 
U.S.  Sparks said that every player 
he recruited “brings a uniqueness 
about their game and can step-up 
at any moment.”  He also said he 
is “not focused on the record” and 
that he is “more concerned that the 
team plays together as a single unit 
and flourishes in the WMA com-
munity.”
	 Coach Sparks put together 
a schedule for this team that would 
severely test them as individual 
players and as a team, including 
three challenging tournaments. 
Early in the season, the Titans 
competed in the National Prep 

Tournament.  The Titan’s first 
match went well against a talented 
Proctor team at the National Prep 
Tournament, in which the Titans 
dominated late game and pulled 
out a 58-40 victory. Coach Sparks 
said he was honored for the Titans 
to be a part of the tournament, say-
ing that “if you look, the National 
Prep Tournament only invites the 
top teams in the country.” 
	 Coach Sparks also entered 
the Titans into the Peddie Tourna-
ment in New Jersey, which is tra-
ditionally a showcase tourney for 
East Coast prep powers.  In what 
NJHOOPS.COM said was “the 
best game of the day,” the Titans 
lost a hard fought battle against 
perennial power Lawrenceville 
64-59.  The Titans got off to a slow 
start in front of a large crowd and 
college scouts, falling behind by 
as many as 14 in the first half.  The 
Titans  fought their way back to 
within a single point with two min-
utes to go, but Lawrenceville made 
12 of 16 late free throws to ice the 
victory.  Lawrenceville’s PG Gary 
Pope led all scorers with 22, but 
Chris Williams and Ming Folahan 
’10 each had 12 for WMA.
	 The Titans bounced back 
with a convincing win against 
Princeton Day 61-45.  All 15 Titans 

saw action with Milan Drecun ’10 
leading all scorers with 13.  Ming 
Folahan played stellar defense for a 
second straight game. 
	 WMA ended the Peddie 
Tournament with a win in a very 
hard-fought contest with Woodbury 
Forest 45-43.  Ming Folahan had 
another spectacular game, his third 
of the tournament, finishing with a 
double-double. He ended the game 
with a total of 16 rebounds and 10 
points.  Chris Williams and An-
drej Pajovic ‘11 once again led the 
Titans scoring, each with 11 points.
	 Coming off of a success-
ful Peddie Tournament, the Titans 
won their first game in the Loomis 
Invitational, beating Taft 65-60.
In the next round, the Titans 
squared off with rival Suffield in 
their first of three games this year.  
the Titans kept the game close to 

the end before Suffield prevailed 
with a 65-60 win.  The team 
rebounded to beat Gunner 58-41 
in their final game in the Loomis 
tournament.
	 Coach Sparks has also 

mixed in games against some 
traditional prep powers like Blair 
Academy, Ocean Academy, and St. 
Thomas More -- teams that typical-
ly are Division 1 feeder programs.
	 In December, the Titans 
lost to what Coach Sparks called 
“a very talented” Ocean Academy.  
They held the lead until there were 
only eight minutes left in the game. 
Both Williams and Eric Dortch ’10 
scored in double figures. They also 
fell to Blair 65-42 and to a bigger, 
deeper St. Thomas More team. 
However, the team viewed the Feb-
ruary match at URI as a tune-up for 
its final stretch of league matches.
	 League performance will 
determine whether the Titans 
play in the post-season, and the 
team has shown steady improve-
ment since its disappointing home 
opener against Cheshire Academy, 
a 70-54 loss. Coach Sparks noted 
that “the Titans came out flat” and 
quickly fell behind.  Despite a hot 
hand from guard Chris Williams 
’10, the team could not pull out the 
come-from-behind victory. When-
ever the Titans closed the gap, 
Cheshire responded with its own 
heroics.  Late in the second half, 
Drecun hit a three-pointer to shrink 
the deficit back to nine points.  
Cheshire countered with a deep 
three of their own to widen the gap 
to twelve again and held on with 
clutch free-throw shooting down 
the stretch.
	 The Titans earned their 
first league win three days later 
in blowout fashion, beating Wil-
liston 78-30.  Williston played with 
a very young team, starting two 
sophomores to go along with two 
juniors and a senior.  Sparks said 
the game was “truly a team effort” 
as fifteen different players again 

saw action. 

	

	 At home for the first time 
in 36 days, the Titans tried for 
their first home win of the season 
against Blair Academy.  The Titans 

started slow once again, 
scoring 16 first half points.  
The defense played well, 
however, and held Blair to 
only 26 first half points.  
The Titans were hot out of 
the gate in the second half, 
going on an 8-2 run before 
Blair heated up and pulled 
away for the 23 point vic-
tory.  The Titans were led 
by Eric Dortch on offense 
and Chris Quinn ’10 on de-
fense in this disappointing 
loss.
	Four days later, the Titans 
bounced back again, this 
time against third place 

Salisbury.  In an overtime thriller, 
the Titans won 56-52.  In the first 
half, the Titans defense, led by 
Chris Quinn, held Salisbury to only 
20 points.  The Titans were also 
very good on offense, where they 
were led by Eric Dortch and Chris 
Williams, who both had 16 points, 
including clutch free-throws to seal 
the win for the Titans in overtime.
	 In their third try, the Titans 
finally had a win at Greenhalgh 
Gymnasium, beating Thayer.  
Dortch once again led the Titans 
team with a game high 15 points to 
compliment his 11 boards for his 
fourth double-double of the year.  
Phil Spottswood ’10 was hot from 
the three-point line, where he hit 4 
of his 5 shots and finished with 13 
points.  Captain Steven Marcus ’10 
had a career high in points off the 
bench.  The 81-43 win improved 
the Titans record to 8-5 on the sea-
son.
	 The Titans could not win 
back-to back home games, los-
ing to Kingswood-Oxford 73-60. 
The Titans could not hold off KO 
despite leading the game early for 
only their second loss in seven con-
tests.  Kingswood-Oxford shook 
off a slow start by going on a big 
run late in the first half and early in 
the second half.  
	 Three days later, the Titans 
dropped their second straight, this 
time in a close rematch with Suf-
field.  A highly competitive game, 
it went down to the final seconds, 
before the Titans ultimately lost by 
2, 61-63.  The Titans could not pull 
out a come from behind victory 
against the team that beat them by 
five in the Loomis Invitational. 
	 With Suffield coming up 
again at home, let’s hope the third 
time’s a charm.
			 


