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Passages

corAlie 
MAllon 
grAy 1928-2007  
For over 40 years, Coralie Gray served Wilbraham 

Academy and then Wilbraham & Monson Academy 
faithfully and well. Among her many professional 

roles were history teacher, Director of Library Services, 
and in later years, Academy archivist. She was friend and 
confidant to countless students. She was also an alumni 
parent; her son Steve ’70W is a current member of the 
WMA faculty who coaches water polo and track & field, 
where he specializes in the field events. 

When the Academy began to prepare for its Bicentennial 
anniversary, celebrated in 2004, Corky was an invaluable 
resource. She contributed her knowledge as well as 
Academy archival artifacts to the creation of the Bicentennial 
book, Visions that Endure, truly a labor of love. 

Photos through the years: far left 1986, left 1973, 
below1992, and portrait for Visions that Endure 2004.

At the time of the merger of Wilbraham 
and Monson Academies, it was Corky who 
combined elements of the crests of the two 
schools to create the formal WMA seal still 
used today. In 1979, Coralie was the moving 
force behind the addition of the Academy 
Historic District to the National Register of 
Historic Places. The district consists of thirty 
buildings, twenty-four of which belong to 
Wilbraham & Monson Academy. 

In addition to her work at the Academy, Corky 
was a loyal citizen of Wilbraham, serving on the 
Wilbraham Public Library Board of Trustees, the 
Open Space Committee, the Historic District 
Survey Committee, the Town Records Advisory 
Committee, and the Athenaeum Society of 
Wilbraham. She was a proud member of the 

Daugh te r s of the American Revolution. She was a member 
Quota Club International of Springfield and the Society of 
American Archivists. She was a lecturer of histories for the 
Town of Wilbraham and for Wilbraham & Monson Academy. 
She was on the Board of Directors for both the American Red 
Cross and the Wilbraham Counseling Center. Her activities 
encompassed the Wilbraham Historical Commission, the 
MacDuffie School Alumni Board, and the Vestry at the Church 
of the Epiphany.

We will miss Corky; she was, in a very real sense, the 
institutional memory of Wilbraham & Monson Academy. 
At the memorial service held in Alumni Memorial Chapel 
in January, representatives from the town government, the 
Wilbraham Library, Quota International, and Wilbraham & 
Monson Academy spoke of her hard work and devotion to 
their organizations. Afterward, Cindy St. George Martowski ’78 
said, “I never realized all the wonderful things she did. I was a 
kid, and I just knew she was a fun person to be around.”
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roberT Turnbull hAle ’55W
 1938-2008  
Bob Hale was a highly respected family man, 

entrepreneur, business leader, and philanthropist. In 
his retirement, he and Judy, who had been married 

for 46 years, summered in Westport Harbor, Massachusetts, 
and wintered in Naples, Florida. Bob died Friday, February 
29, 2008, in Naples. 

Bob was a member of the Wilbraham Academy Class of 
1955. While at the Academy, he ran track and was on the 
tennis team for three years. He was the Editor in Chief of 
Del Todo, the Wilbraham yearbook, his senior year, having 
served as Junior Editor the year before. He was also a 
contributor to Atlas, a member of the debating club, and a 
member of Gold Key, serving as president his senior year. 
He shared many of these interests with his roommate, Peter 
Lincoln. Bob was also a campus leader at Tufts University, 
from which he graduated in 1959. He served in the 
Indianapolis National Guard from 1962 to 1965. 

Bob’s career in business was filled with entrepreneurial 
success. At the age of 28, he acquired and operated 
Hampshire Bookshop in Northampton, Massachusetts. After 
selling the bookshop, he founded Hampshire Imports, the 
exclusive importer of Laura Ashley to the United States, as 
well as Hampshire Marketing Systems, a successful paper-
wares business, which he also operated for years until its 
successful sale. 

Bob and his son Rob then founded Network Plus, a 
national telecom firm, for which he served as Chairman of 
the Board and oversaw a successful IPO of the business. 

The last company he 
founded, again with 
his son, is Granite 
Telecommunications, 
which is headquartered 
in Quincy and has been 
recognized as one of the 
fastest growing companies 
in the United States, 
currently employing over 
600 people, 550 of whom 
reside in Massachusetts. 
Bob remained Granite’s 
Chairman of the Board 
up until the time of his 
death. 

Bob supported numerous philanthropic causes. He and 
Judy funded the Hale Learning Center at Thayer Academy 
in Braintree, Massachusetts. They also started the Hale 
Pancreatic Research Foundation at Dana Farber Cancer 
Institute in Boston. Bob was an avid supporter of the 
Massachusetts Soldier Legacy Fund, Wilbraham Academy, 
Tufts University, Wellesley College, and the Westport Land 
Trust. 

Bob enjoyed playing tennis and golf and the time it allowed 
him to spend with his buddies. He befriended everyone he 
met and treasured every friendship dearly. 
Some information included above was published in the Boston 
Globe from 3/2/2008 - 3/3/2008.
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Scott B. Jacobs ’75
Chair
Strategic Comp
Metairie, Louisiana

Mark R. Shenkman ’61M
Vice Chair
President
Shenkman Capital Management
New York, New York

Edward Symes III ’64W
Vice Chair
Vice President
Quadel Consulting Corporation
Washington, D.C.

Mahsa Khanbabai '89
Secretary
Attorney at Law
Law Offices of Mahsa         
Khanbabai
Springfield, Massachusetts
Brockton, Massachusetts

Steven D. Spence ’76
Treasurer
Managing Director
Valued Ventures LLC
New York, New York

James L. Brown IV ’55M
Executive Director, Co-Founder
Parkside Historic Preservation 
  Corporation
President, Parkside 
  Development Corporation
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Bruce Buxton
Director of the Artists'     
  Association of Nantucket
Nantucket, Massachusetts
Headmaster Emeritus
Falmouth Academy
Falmouth, Massachusetts

Michael J. Flynn AP
Vice President
Hampden Engineering Corp.
East Longmeadow, Massachusetts

Krista Hanson
Corporate and Franchise   
  Design
Pet Angel World Services, LLC
Wilbraham, Massachusetts

Rodney J. LaBrecque
Ex officio
Head of School
Wilbraham, Massachusetts

James E. LaCrosse ’50W
Chief Executive Officer
National Wine & Spirits Corp.
Indianapolis, Indiana

Steven P. Marcus
President & 
  Chief Executive Officer
New England Geriatrics
West Springfield, Massachusetts

Richard F. Morgan ’59W
Compliance Director
Hornblower Fischer & 
  Company
Retired
Verona, New Jersey

Carol F. Relihan ’73 
Vice President, Secretary &  
  General Counsel
AIM Investments
Retired
Houston, Texas

Edward J. Sack ’47W
Senior Vice President
Salomon Smith Barney
Madison, Connecticut

Stoughton L. Smead 
President
Motocross Engineers, Inc.
Springfield, Massachusetts

Donald J. Stuart ’73
Managing Director
Cannondale Associates
Wilton, Connecticut

Lenita McCallum Witherspoon
Musician, Civic Leader
Palos Verdes Estates, California

TruSTeeS eMeriTi

Eric W. Anderson AP
Chief Financial Officer
Friendly Ice Cream Group
Retired
Wilbraham, Massachusetts

Richard S. Fuld, Jr. ’64W
President, CEO
Lehman Brothers Holdings Inc.
New York, New York

William A. Griffin '68W
Chairman
Browning Associates
Upper Montclair, New Jersey 

Alan N. Hall
Retired
Hopkinton, New Hampshire

William E. James ’64W
Chairman
RockPort Group
Boston, Massachusetts

Nitya Pibulsonggram ’58W
Deputy Minister 
 of Foreign Affairs
Retired
Bangkok, Thailand

Federic A. Rothery AP
President
Bay State Refining Compay
Retired
Wilbraham, Massachusetts

heAd of School eMeriTuS
Richard C. Malley
Manchester, Vermont

pArenTS’ ASSociATion 
officerS
Laurent Grenier CP
Co-President
East Longmeadow. 
Massachusetts

Patricia Grenier CP
Co-President
East Longmeadow, 
Massachusetts

Jean Young CP
Treasurer
Hampden, Massachusetts

Moyah Smith CP
Secretary
Wilbraham, Massachusetts

Glenn LaChapelle
Director, 
Alumni & Parent Relations 
Liaison
Wilbraham, Massachusetts

be A pArT of The 
heriTAge courTyArd 

During the years that the Heritage Courtyard has 
been situated on The Hill, alumni have taken the 
opportunity to mark their legacy at the Academy 
through the purchase of a granite bench, granite 
paver, garden plaque, or courtyard brick. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to commemorate your time at 
the Academy or to honor someone important in your 
life at the Academy.

For further information, contact Don Nicholson ’79
Director of Alumni & Development
at 413.596.6811 or dnicholson@WMAnet.org.

Heritage Courtyard Donations
$10,000 Granite Bench
    5,000 Granite Paver
    5,000 Garden Plaque
    1,000 Courtyard Brick
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Preserve 
our 
Heritage…

Invest 
in our 
Future. 

HONORING A FAVORITE UNCLE
The John A. Sweeney ’47 Scholarship Fund

His postgraduate year at Monson Academy meant the world to John A. (Jack) Sweeney ’47M, 
and his two nieces and two nephews know this very well. Long after he had graduated, Jack 
continued his involvement with Monson. He helped many talented boys attend the Academy 

through his work as an Admission Office volunteer. Many of these young men went on to have 
wonderful careers thanks in part to the caring man who started them on their path to 
success..

When Jack passed away in 2007, his nieces and nephews wanted their uncle’s 
memory to be honored in a very special way. Jack was a graduate of Tufts 
University and a World War II veteran who had served proudly in the Navy. 
He had been a teacher and football coach in Millis, Massachusetts, served in 
the Massachusetts House of Representatives, taught in the Springfield schools, 
and was active in his church. Jack had even worked for the Hampden County 
Sheriff’s Department, but it was Monson Academy that seemed the logical 
choice when it came time for the family to choose where to make a gift in 
Jack’s memory.

In January 2008, “Uncle Jack’s” nieces and nephews, Tom Sweeney, Mary 
Sweeney, James Lyons, and Jeanne Caropreso, established The John A. Sweeney ’47 
Scholarship Fund. This fund provides partial scholarship assistance to a worthy young 
man or woman enrolled in WMA’s postgraduate program. The memory of a man who was grateful for 
his education and wanted deeply for others to have the same experience will endure on our campus 
thanks to the generosity of his loving family members.

If you would like information about supporting an existing fund, like The John A. Sweeney ’47 
Scholarship Fund, about establishing a new fund at the Academy, or about other opportunities for 
planned giving, please contact Christina Cronin, Director of Major Gifts & Capital Campaigns, at 
413.596.6811 x189 or at ccronin@WMAnet.org.

Wilbraham & monson academy

PROFILES IN PLANNED GIVING
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Please note that WMA does 
not provide tax or legal 
advice. Gift calculations may 
be provided for illustrative 
purposes only, and the 
actual values may vary 
based on the timing and 
nature of your gift. Advice 
from legal and tax counsel 
should be sought when 
considering a charitable gift 
plan of any kind.
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The theme of this 
spring’s issue of 
The Academy World 

is success. We have asked a 
cross-section of graduates of the 

Academy to describe their success. 
From their answers to our questions, we 

can clearly see in these vignettes the seeds of 
success that were planted here.

First, to paraphrase Louis Pasteur, “Success favors 
the prepared mind.” When one studies an area for an 
extended period of time, the gaps in one’s knowledge 
make themselves clear, and these 
holes can then be filled. Being ready 
to make a leap of imagination or to 
synthesize several ideas into a new 
concept takes constant preparation. 
The course work that Academy 
faculty design for their students 
readies their minds to make such 
leaps. Many a student has chosen 
a career path because a faculty 
member has piqued the student’s imagination.

Second, confidence is essential for success, and hard 
work is essential to gain confidence. From a sporting 
analogy, many of the Academy coaches have always 
sought to make the practices harder than the games 
themselves. When young athletes can consistently sink 
20-foot putts, lay down seven bunts in a row, spike 
fifteen set balls, swim 400 yards with perfect breathing, 
and master myriad other simple skills, there is great 
likelihood that those athletes will have the confidence to 
call upon these skills under pressure. But developing the 
skills so they are automatic takes a great deal of time and 
repetition. Teachers and coaches both know that results 
are the outcome of preparation. Hard work pays off once 
the game begins. As John Wooden was fond of telling his 
players, no game was won by sitting in a whirlpool. 

Third, understanding and connecting with people leads 
to success. There are very few occupations that are 
solitary. Even an imagined career of solitary work, such 
as being a writer, is quite the opposite. After composing 
a work, a writer must work with editors and marketers 
to bring that work to the public. Faculty work diligently 

to make personal connections with their students. 
They know that the motivation they can encourage in 
a student will bring that student closer to his or her 
potential than just about anything. In addition, the 
quality of the engagement between student and subject is 
a key element in the future success of the student in that 
discipline. Teachers facilitate such engagement, and in 
these short profiles you will read several times of a faculty 
member who was directly responsible for that student’s 
career choice. Today, just as in years past, faculty are 
engaging students and creating future scientists, writers, 
artists, and other professionals. 

In addition, to be successful in a global society, being 
able to work with people from many different cultures is 
essential. One constant attribute of the Academy has been 
its attraction of international students to the campus. Any 
of our alumni who return to campus immediately see 
that the international character of the student body has 
changed little from their days at the school. 

Choosing the alumni to take part in these profiles was an 
eye-opening experience for all involved.  We discovered 
that the number of our successful alumni is far, far 
greater than we could publish in any one magazine. 
We were pleased with the generous response to our 
request for interviews. We were astounded by the varied 
pathways to success and by the many definitions of 
success we uncovered. Finally, we are convinced that our 
alumni are carrying the WMA flag of accomplishment 
and success to all corners of the planet. Please come back 
to campus and share your story with us. We are eager to 
know how it all turned out.

Reflections
by Rodney LaBrecque
Head of School

The callahan FamIly 
makeS $750,000 In-kInd GIFT 

To wIlbraham & monSon academy

“... SucceSS dependS In a very larGe 
meaSure upon IndIvIdual InITIaTIve and 
exerTIon, and cannoT be achIeved excepT 
by dInT oF hard work.” 

Anna Pavlova                     

CCorbin Fields are currently undergoing 
a facelift thanks in part to the generous 
support of the Callahan family.  

Shortly after the dedication of the Academy’s 
new athletic center on Faculty Street, current 
parent and former Academy student David 
Callahan approached Head of School Rodney 
LaBrecque about making a donation to improve 
the Academy’s fields.

“This is the perfect next step in our path to 
improve the athletic infrastructure on our 
campus,” said Mr. LaBrecque. “We have a state-
of-the art athletic center and will soon have the 
top-notch fields to match.  We are thrilled that 
the Callahan family is able to do this for our 
students.  With the Callahans’ help, we are in 
the process of doing research and developing 
a plan for field upgrades. We will need to raise 
additional funds to complete the work, and we 
are hopeful that other alumni and parents will 
be inspired by the Callahans’ generosity and willingness to help WMA be the best it can be.”  

Members of the Callahan family, alumni Julie ’78, Jon ’81, and current parents David & Erin and Mike & Donna 
operate the family businesses including Palmer Paving and other ventures with their sister 
Janet.  Today, five members of the extended Callahan family are enrolled at the Academy: 
clockwise from lower left in the photo above, Ariel Landers ’09, Gillian Callahan ’12, Patrick 
Callahan ’08, Bridget Callahan ’09, and Mike Callahan ’14.
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Ian carlIn ’08 
receIveS 

boyden award

Bicentennial Scholar Ian 
Carlin has been named 
the first WMA recipient 

of the Frank L. Boyden Award 
since Ben Poppel ’97. The honor is 
given each year to the top scholar 
athlete from all the western 
Massachusetts prep school football 
teams. Ian played offensive tackle 
and noseguard for the Titans. The 
award was presented at a banquet 
held on April 8 at the University 
of Massachusetts Campus Center. 
Head Coach Jeff Vartabedian said, 
“I thought last year of nominating 
Ian for this award. He fits the 
description perfectly.” 

Ian is a seven-year senior at 
the Academy who has excelled 
academically since the sixth grade, 
when he earned the Eveline 
Barber Prize for Mathematics 
& Science. Since then, he has 
earned five more Barber Prizes, a 
junior book award, the George H. 
Hefflon Award for excellence in 

junior English, the Rensselaer Mathematics & Science 
Award, and he has been on the Highest Honors list 
every trimester. Ian was a junior marshall at the 2007 
Commencement ceremonies and was inducted into 
Cum Laude as a junior. In his senior year, he took on 
the added responsibility of being a prefect in Rich Hall.

Ian plans to take his academic and athletic prowess to 
Princeton University next year.
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